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EaND SWO Board Installed at 31st Annual  

Convention held at  Red Willow Bible Camp 

   Following the election and re-election of  members to the 
Eastern North Dakota Synodical Womenôs  Organization, 
Churchwide Executive Secretary, Freddie Jordan, installed 
the 2018-19 Board members.  Board members are: President 
Jan Maurstad, Vice President Julie Hudson, Secretary Pam 
Neumiller, Treasurer Connie Radcliffe, Devils Lake Cluster 
Rep Frances Omoth-Sallee, Fargo Cluster Rep. Linda 
Monge, Grafton Cluster Rep Marlene Arneson, Grand Forks 
Cluster Rep Camilla Stover, Jamestown Cluster Rep Mary Jo 
Johnson, Mayville Cluster Rep Karen Leslie, Prairie Rose 
Cluster Rep Marilee Eikom, and Wahpeton Cluster Rep Pa-
tricia Groven.  

   Dr. Jordan also commended the outgoing members of the 
board for their service. They were Past President Karen 
Retzlaff, Devils Lake Cluster Rep Darla Thiele, and Wahpe-
ton Cluster Rep Kathy Johnson.  

(L-R) Freddie Jordan, Connie Radcliffe, Marlene Arneson, Pam 

Neumiller, Linda Monge, Patricia Groven, Jan Maurstad, Camilla 

Stover, Marilee Eikom, Karen Lesliel, Mary Jo Johnson, Frances 

Omoth-Sallee. (not pictured; Julie Hudson) 

(L-R) Karen Retzlaff, Freddie Jordan, Kathy Johnson, and Darla 

Thiele 
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Podium Cover 

 The  EaND SWO podi-
um cover used at the 
convention was unique. 
It was a gift from the 
Central African Repub-
lic women a few years 
ago.  It was printed with 
the theme verse, ñHere I 
Am, Lordò Isaiah 6:8 in 
Sango, one of the offi-
cial languages of CAR. 
This piece of fabric is 
part of the SWO 
Boardôs historical col-
lection, preserved for 
use at conventions and 
other SWO events. 
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Presidentôs Message 
 
    As I  write this report, the snow is falling very 
gently.  Just two days before Thanksgiving, and as 
women we are thinking about the Thanksgiving 
feast that we will prepare!  In scripture, we read 
again and again to praise God and give thanks. 
Psalm 61:8 says: I will sing praises to your name, as 
I pay my offering day after day. 
   The Synodical Convention was held at Red Wil-
low Bible Camp.  It was a beautiful day and we 
were blessed in song, scripture and testimony.  It 
was a little chilly inside, but we made it through! 
   The resolution before the convention to combine 
four clusters together for the spring meeting did 
NOT pass.  At the transitional meeting, we looked at 
the constitution and the resolution required a two 
thirds vote to pass. 
   A big thank you to outgoing President, Karen 
Retzlaff.  She did a wonderful job and I appreciate 
all her help. 
   Prayers are needed for our Grafton Cluster Rep., 
Marlene Arneson.  Marlene had a stroke and is now 
in rehab at Altru Rehab Center, 4500 S Washington, 
Grand Forks, ND. 
   Soon Advent will be upon us. May we spend time 
in scripture and prayer as we wait for the newborn 
Savior! 
Jan Maurstad 
Synodical President 

Hereôs an idea for a fast stocking stuffer or meal 
time favor  !        
(Borrowed from a Facebook post) 
 

ñAs you hold these candies in your hand  
and turn them, you will see: 

The M becomes a W, an E, and then a 3. 
They tell the Christmas Story, itôs one I sure you know. 
It took place in a stable a long, long time ago. 

The E is for the East where the star shone so bright. 
The M is for the Manger where baby Jesus slept that night. 
The 3 is for the Wisemen bearing gifts when they came. 
W is for Worship. Hallelujah, Praise His Name. 

So as you eat these candies or share with your friends. 
Remember the meaning of Christmas. 
Itôs a love story that never ends.ò 

   As I write the final message as your immediate Past President, I want to 
thank you for your support during my presidency.  Your work as Godôs 
Hands in this time and place makes an impact throughout the world. I have 
enjoyed the past 4 years of getting meet many of you and seeing what you 
do.  God has been so very good and I thank Him for the opportunities that 
have helped me grow in faith,  support you in your callings, and serve oth-
ers throughout the Eastern North Dakota Synod.  I shall continue as editor 
for Connections and ask that you support your new president Jan as she 
begins her term of office.   
God bless you in the new year! Karen Retzlaff, Editor 
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